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Ashley Logan, 2018 Educate, Motivate and 

Innovate student presenter at the National    

Environmental  Justice Conference and Train-

ing Program in  Washington D.C. 
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LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 
 
The Federal Interagency Working Group on Environmental Justice (EJ IWG), chaired by the EPA Administrator, is 

comprised of 17 federal agencies and White House offices with standing committees and other committees 

established as necessary to carry out responsibilities outlined by the 1994 Executive Order 12898, "Federal Actions to 

Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations" (EO 12898). The EJ IWG 

consists of senior leadership representatives, senior staff representatives, and other persons delegated by an agency. 

This report demonstrates progress that the EJ IWG has made during Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 in implementing the EJ 

IWG Framework for Collaboration (FY 2016-2018).  

  

The EJ IWG facilitates the active involvement of all federal agencies to implement EO 12898, which directs that 

federal agencies must identify and address, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or 

environmental effects of their programs, policies, and activities on minority populations and low-income populations. 

Established through the Order, the EJ IWG provides leadership, guidance and support for federal agencies to 

collectively advance environmental justice principles. The EJ IWG works as a federal family to bring partners and 

resources together, and increase local community capacity to promote and implement innovative and comprehensive 

solutions to environmental justice issues. The EJ IWG recognizes that information fosters action and a common 

understanding of environmental justice challenges. The three guiding principles for the federal government are:  
  

¶ Accessibility ð easily reached by communities, advocates, and other stakeholders regarding environmental justice 

concerns; 

¶ Awareness ð knowledgeable of the environmental justice concerns and issues facing communities in order to 

facilitate collaboration and coordination; and  

¶ Accountability ð capable of explaining the actions and decisions related to the implementation of E.O. 12898. 
 

This FY 2018 report highlights some of the following primary focus areas of the EJ IWG: Title VI of the Civil Rights 

Act, Rural Community Engagement, Goods Movement, Native American/Indigenous Peoples, Regional Engagement 

and the National Environmental Policy Act. In FY18, the EJ IWG also prioritized efforts on strengthening 

connections between:  

¶ Federal Agencies and Communities,  

¶ Stakeholders and EJ Tools & Resources, 

¶ Various Stakeholders During Post-Natural Disaster Recovery, and   

¶ The EJ IWG and Future EJ Leaders. 
 

For a list of EJ IWG Committees (as of May 2018), please see Appendix A. For a list of agency contacts for the EJ 

IWG, please visit the Agency Contacts webpage. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) defines Environmental Justice as:  

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people-regardless of race, color, national origin, or income- with 
respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/federal-interagency-working-group-environmental-justice-ej-iwg
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-executive-order-12898-federal-actions-address-environmental-justice
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-executive-order-12898-federal-actions-address-environmental-justice
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/ej-iwg-agency-contacts
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The EJ IWG is committed to being Accessible, Aware and Accountable to its stakeholders through digital and in-

person outreach. The following are some FY 2018 highlights of EJ IWG members engaging with communities and 

other stakeholders:  

¶ In Los Angeles, California, the Goods Movement 

Committee presented at the Moving Forward Network 

4th Annual Conference to increase awareness of the 

EJ IWGôs Goods Movement Federal Resources 

Compendium among community organizations and 

other conference participants. The compendium 

identifies the tools that can be used to mitigate 

externalities related to goods movement.  

 

¶ In Savannah, Georgia, the Goods Movement 

Committee visited a local Near-Port Community 

Capacity Building Pilot Project site to discuss the 

communityôs action plan and raised the awareness of 

community members and other stakeholders (e.g. port 

authority and other local government) of the Goods 

Movement Committee as a potential resource.  

 

¶ In Seattle, Washington, the Goods Movement 

Committee facilitated the community of Beacon Hillôs access to engage with the Federal Aviation Administration 

to collectively address noise and air quality concerns stemming from a nearby airport.  

 

¶ To assist Lowndes County, Alabama, the Rural Communities Committee convened a local Interagency Working 

Group and facilitated dialogue with federal, regional, state and local government and community stakeholders to 

address health, economic and environmental challenges related to long-standing rural wastewater infrastructure 

issues. Participants included several federal agencies, including the Department of Agriculture (USDA), 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), General Services Administration (GSA) and EPA; the Alabama 

Department of Public Health (ADPH), the Alabama State Agency for Surplus Personal Property; and other 

stakeholders. After connecting with these stakeholders, ADPH was able to access surplus supplies (e.g., backhoes, 

dump trucks, etc.) valued at almost $1 million for no cost. Federal EJ efforts are ongoing to help 100 families in 

Lowndes County obtain decentralized sewer systems. 

 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǝƴƎ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ !ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ 

Tami Thomas-Burton & Sabrina Johnson (EPA) awarded Certificates of    

Appreciation to Dr. McClain (Harambee House), Dr. Caroline Bell (Savannah 

Mayor Pro Tem), and Hope Moorer (Georgia Ports Authority) for their       

outstanding partnership with EPAôs 1st Near-port Community Capacity   

Building Pilot Project. 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/ej-iwg-goods-movement-federal-resource-compendium
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/ej-iwg-goods-movement-federal-resource-compendium

